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Dr. Hammond 
EXPOSITION 
O „ G A. vi. 15. 


For in Cn K 18 T JESUS neither Circumciſi on 
availeth any thing, nor Uncircumeif on, but a New 
CR ENT UR E. 


MO N GST all other Incumbrances and Delays 
in our Way to Heaven, there is none that doth fo 
clog, ſo diſadvantage and backward us, and in fre, 
ſo caſt us behind in our Race, as a Contentedneſs in 

a formal Worſhip of God, an Acquieſcence and reſting ſatisfied 

in outward Pertormances. 

They that ſtand only on a fair ſpecious Outſide, and think 
all the Sap and Life of Religion lies in the Bark, they do his 
and zhis ; theſe will have you circumcified, and conſtrain you to 

a many burthenſome Ceremonies ; meaſuring out Religion to 

you by the Weight, thus much is required of you to do. In 


brief, the Apoltle here ſhews the Unprofitableneſs of all th fe, 
and ſets up the z7zward Sanctity and Renewedneſs of Heart a- 


gainſt them all, as the only Thing that will ſtand us in ſtead, 
and appear to be of any Weight in the Balance of the Sanctu- 
ry. The Particle 427 in the Front of my Text is excluffue 
and reſtrictive, it excludes every Thing in the World from 
pretending to avail any Thing, from being believed to do us 
any Good, For by Circumciſiom the Church of the Fews, 


and by e jon the whole Profeſſion of Chriſtian Reli- 
gion being underſtood, When he faith neither of theſe availeth 
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any Thing he forcibly implies that a// other Means, all Pro. 
Peffrons, all Obſervances, that Men think or hope to get Hea- 
ven by are to no Purpoſe, and that by Conſequence it exactly 
reſtrains to the new Creature; there it is to be had, and no 
where elſe. The Subſtance of all the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe, and 
the Groundwork of mine ſhall be this one 4phoriſm, Nothing 
2s efficaciouſly available to Salvation, but a renewed, regenerated 
Heart. For the Opening of which we will examine by Way 
of Doctrine, wherein this zew Creature conſiſts, and then, b 
Way of U/e, the Neceſſity of that, and Unprofitableneſs of 
all other plauſible pretending Means. And firſt avherein this 
new Creature con/its. . 

Now that you may conceive wherein it conſiſts, how this 
new Man is brought forth in us, by whom it is conceived, and 
in what Womb tis carried, I will require no more of you 
than to obſerve and underſtand with me what is meant by the 
ordinary Phraſe in our Divines, a new Principle, or inward 
Principle of Life, and that you ſhall do briefly thus. A Man's 
Body is naturally a ſluggiſh, unactive, motionleſs, heavy Thing, 
not «able to ſtir or move the leaſt animal Motion without a 
Soul to enliven it; without that 'tis but a Carcaſs as you ſee 
at Death; when the Soul is ſeparated from it, it returns to be 
but a Stock or Lump of Fleſh; the Soul beſtows all Life and 
Motion on it, and enables it to perform any Work of Nature. 
Again, the Body and Soul together conſidered in relation to 
ſomewhat above their Power and Activity, are as impotent 
and motionleſs as before the Body without the Soul. Set a 
Man to remove a Mountain, and he will heave perhaps to 
obey your Command, but in Event will do no more towards 
the diſplacing. it, than a Stone in the Street could do; but now 
let an omnipotent Power be annext to this Man, let a ſuper- 
natural Spirit be joined to this Soul, and then will it be able 
to overcome the proudeſt, ſtouteſt difficulty in Nature. You 
have heard in the primitive Church of a Grain of Faith re- 
moving Mountains, and believe me, all Miracles are not yet 
out- dated. The Work of Regeneration, the beſtowing of a 
ſpiritual Life on one dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins ; the making 
of a Carcaſs walk, the natural O:d-man to ſpring again, and 


move ſpiritually, ' is as great a Miracle as that. Now the 


Soul in that it produces Life and Motion, the Exerciſe of Life 

in the Body is called a Principle, that is, a Spring or Fountain 

of Life, becauſe all comes from it; in like Manner, _ 
} whic 


| 
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which moves this Soul, and enables it do that which naturally 
it could not; that which gives it a new Life, which before 
it lived not; furniſheth it with ſpiritual Powers to quell and 
ſubdue all carnal Affections which before were too hard for it; 
this, I ſay, is called properly an inward Principle ; and an 
inward, becauſe it is inwardly and. ſecretly infuſed, doth not 
only. outwardly aſſiſt us as an Auxiliary at a dead Lift, but is 
ſown and planted in our Hearts as a Soul to the Soul, to ele- 
vate and enable it above itſelf ; hath its Seat and Palace in the 
regenerate Heart, and there exerciſes Dominion, executes Judg- 
ment, and that is commonly either by Priſon or Baniſhment, 
it either fetters, or elſe expells all inſolent rebellious Luſts. 
Now the new Principle, by which not the Man, but the new 
Man the Chriſtian lives, is, in a Word, the Spirit of God, 
which unites itſelf to the regenerate Heart, ſo that now he is 
ſaid to be a godly Man, a ſpiritual Man, from the God, from 
the Spirit, as before a reaſonable Man, from the Soul, from 
the Reaſon that informed, and ruled in him ; which is noted 
by that Diſtinction in Scripture betwixt the Regenerate and 
Unregenerate, expreſt by a natural or animal, and a ſpiritual 
Man.——But now the regenerate Man which hath more than 
a Soul, God's Spirit to enliven him, he is of another Rank, 
a ſpiritual Man, nay, only he properly a Chriftian, becauſe he 
lives by Chriſt, He lives, yet not he, but Chriſt liveth in him, 
Gal. 11. 20. | | 
This being premiſed, that now ye know what this new 
Creature 1s, he that lives and moves by a new Principle, all 
that is behind will be clearlieſt preſented to you by reſolving 
theſe four Queſtions ; Fir, Whence it comes; Secondly, Where 
it lodges ; Thirdly, When it enters ; Fourthly, What Work it 
rforms there. | h | 
To the Firſt, Whence it comes; The Anſwer is clear and 
punctual John iii. 3, from above, from whence comes every 
Good, and eſpecially, every perfect Gift, James i. 17. 
To the Second Queſtion, Where it lodges 3 my Anſwer is, 
in the Heart of Man, in the whole Soul; not if the Under- 
ſtanding, not in the Will, (a Diſtinction of Faculties invented 
by Philoſophers, to puzzle and perplex Divines; and put 
them to needleſs Shifts) but, I ſay, in the whole Soul, ruling 
and guiding it in all its Actions, enabling it to underſtand and 


will ſpiritually ; conceived, I fay, and born in the Soul, but 
_ nurſed and fed, and increaſed into a perfect Stature by the 


outward 


| 
| 


outward Organs and Actions of the Body, for by them it be- 
Sins to expreſs and ſhew itſelf in the World, by them the 

abit is exerted and made perfect; the Seed ſhot up into an 
Ear; the Spring improved to Autumn, when the Tongue diſ- 
courſes, the Hands act, the Feet run the Way of God's Com- 


mandments. — In brief, *tis one Principle within us, doth 
every Thing that is holy, believes, repents, hopes, loves, 
obeys, and what not? And, conſequently, is effectually in 
every Part of Body and Soul, ſanctifying it to work ſpiritually, 
as an holy Inſtrument of a divine inviſible Cauſe, that is, the 
Holy Ghoſt that is in us and throughout uus. 5 
For the Yi Queſtion, When this new Principle enters; 
firſt, you are to know, that comes into the Heart in a three- 
fold Condition; firſt as an * Harbinger ; 2dly as a private 
Gueſt; 3dly as an Inhabitant or Houſe-keeper. As tis an 
Harbinger, ſo it comes to fit and prepare us for itſelf ; trims 
up, and ſweeps, and ſweetens the Soul, that it may be readier 
to entertain. him. when it comes to reſide ; and that he. doth 
(as the ancient Gladiators had their Arma preluforia). by skir- 
miſhing with our: Corruptions before he comes to give them a 
Pitch-battle; he brandiſhes a flaming Sword about our Ears; 
and as by a Flaſh of Lightning, gives us a Senſe of a diſmal 
h;deous State; and ſo ſomewhat reſtrains us from Exceſs. and 
Fury; firſt, by a momentary Remorſe, then by a more laſting, 
yet not putrifying Flame, the Spirit of Bondage. In ſum, 
every Check of Conſcience, every Sigh tor Sin, every Fear 
of judgment, every Deſire of Grace, every Motion or In- 
clination toward ſpiritual Good, be it never ſo ſhort winded, 


is T Preludium Spiritus, a kind of John Baꝑtiſt to Chriit, ſome- 


thing that God lent before to prepare the Ways of the Lord. 
Secondly, When this Spirit comes a Gueſt to lodge with us, 
tuen is he ſaid to enter; but till by Actions and frequent oblig- 


ing Works, he makes himſelf known to his Neighbours, as 


long as he keeps his Chamber, till he declare himſelf to be 
there, ſo long he remains a private ſecret Gueſt: And that's 
called the Introduction of the Form, that makes a Man to 
be truly regenerate; when the Seed is ſown in his Heart, 
when the Habit is infuſed; and that is done ſometim*s diſ- 
cernibly, ſometimes not diſcernably, but ſeldom; as when Saul 
was called in the Midſt of his Madneſs, A&#s ix. he was * 
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tainly able to tell a Man the very Minute of his Change, of 
his being made a New Creature. Thus they which have long 
lived in an enormous antichriſtian Courſe, do many Times find 
themſelves ſtrucken on a ſudden, and are able to date their Re- 
generation, and tell you punctually how old they are in the 
Spirit. Vet becauſe there be many Preparations to this Spirit, 
which are not this Spirit; many Preſumptions in our Hearts 
falſe grounded; many Tremblings and jealouſies in thoſe that 
have it; great Affinity between Faith natural and ſpiritual 
ſeeing 'tis a Spirit that thus enters, and not as it did light 
on the Diſciples in a bodily Shape, tis not an eaſy Matter 
for any one to define the Time of his Converſion. Some may 
gueſs ſomewhat nearer than others, as remembring a ſenſible 
Change in themſelves ; but in a Word, the ſureſt diſcerning of 
it, is in its working, not at its entring. I may know that 
now I have the Spirit better than at what Time I came to it. 

The third Condition in which this Spirit comes unto our 
Hearts, is as an Inhabitant or Houſe-keeper. * The Spirit, 
« ſaith Auſtin, firſt is in us, then dwells in us; before it dwells, 
<« it helps to believe: When it dwells, it helps and perfects, 
„ and improves our Faith, and accompliſhes it with all other 
« concomitant Graces.” So I ſay here, the Spirit is ſaid then 
to inhabit and keep Houſe in us; not as ſoon as it is enter- 
tained and received, but when it breaks forth into Acts, and 
declares itſelf before all Men, when Men ſee our good Works, 
end glorify our Father, Mat. v. 16. Before we were ſaid to 
live in the Spirit, now to walk, as you {hall fee the Phraſes 
uſed diſtinctly, Gal. v. 25. To walk, that is to go about 
conſpicuouſly in the Sight of all Mey; breaking forth into 
Works, (as the Sun after the Diſperſions of a Mitt or Cloud) 
whereby all Men ſee and acknowledge his Faith and Obedi- 
ence, and find their own evil Ways reprehended and made ma- 
nifeſt by his Good, as is noted in the 13th Verſe, Al Things 


that are reproved are made manifeſt by the Light. I Semblable 


to which is that of the Atheiſts repining at the godly Man, 
Wiſdom ii. 14. He is made to reprove our Thoughts. Thus is the 
third Query reſolved alſo, when this inward Principle enters. 
Firſt, it comes as an Harbinger, in every outward Reſtraint by 
which God keeps us from finning: Secondly, it enters as a 

12 Gueſt 
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Gueſt in ſome Seaſon or other; and laſtly, it comes and dwells 


with us, and ſhews itſelf in Works. 

To the laſt Query, What Works it performs, the Anſwer 
ſhall be brief; every Thing that may be called ſpiritual, Faith, 
Repentance, Charity, Hope, Self-denial, and the reſt; but 
theſe not promiſcuouſly, or in an Heap altogether, but by a 
wiſe Diſpenſation, in Time and by Degrees. 'The Soul being 
enabled by this inward Principle, is equally diſpoſed to. the 
producing of all theſe, and as Occaſions do occur, doth actu- 
| ally perform and produce them ; ſo that in my Conceit that 
1 Queſtion concerning the Priority of Repentance or Faith, 
"MW is not either of ſuch Moment or Difficulty, as is by ſome Di- 
ſputers pretended. The Seeds of them both are at one Time 


Tu Planted in the Soul; and then there is no Faith in any Subject 

= but there is Repentance alſo ; nor Repentance without Faith. 

= So that where it is ſaid, Without Faith 'tis impoſſible to pleaſe 

Þ Sad in any Thing elſe, *tis true; but argues no neceſſary Pre- 

1 cedence of it before other Graces, for the Habits of them all 
= are of the ſame Age in us, and then alſo will it be as true, 

I | that without Repentance, or without Love, Faith itſelf cannot 
_ pleaſe God ; for if it be truly acceptable Faith, there is both 


Repentance and Love in the ſame Womb to keep it Company. 
Thus are we wont to ſay that only Faith juſtifieth, but not 
Faith alone; And the Reaſon theſe Promiſes in Scripture are 
made ſometimes to one Grace preſciſely, ſometimes to another, 
is becauſe they are all at once rooted in the Man; in their Ha- 
bits chain'd together inſeparably. Faith ſaves every Man that 
_ hath it, and yet the believing'ſt Man under Heaven ſhall not be 
_ ſaved without Charity.* Charity hides a Multitude of Sins, and 
=_— yet the charitableſt Man in the World ſhall never have his Score 
= croſs'd without Repentance. A Catalogue of theſe Fruits of the 
x Spirit you may at your Leiſure make up to yourſelves for your 
=. Trial, out of the fifth to the Galatians, from the Þ 22d Verſe, 
= and 1 Peter 1. 5. All theſe Graces together though ſome belong- 
ing to one, ſome to another Faculty of the Soul, are yet all 
* at once conceived in it; at once begin their Life in the Heart, 
1 | | though 
= | | 

1 T Gal. v. 22, 23. But the Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Foy, 
_ Peace, Long ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Tem- 
= perance ; againſt ſuch there is ub Law. | 
FH | 1 Pet. i. 5. Who are kept by the Pester of God through 


Faith unto Salvation. 
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though one be perhaps ſooner ready to walk abroad, and 


ſhew itfelf in the World than another. 

By what hath been ſaid 'tis plain enough (though it might 
be much more amplified) that Grace is of abſolute Neceſſity to 
the Performance of any holy Work acceptable to God ; that 
without it whatſoever is done in ſpiritual Matters is carnal, not 
indeed ſpiritual, but equivocally and abſurdly ſo called The 
natural Man's Deſires of Heaven, are not Deſires of Heaven; 
his Faith no Faith ; his Believing of the Scripture, Infidelity, 
becauſe he doth not apply them particularly to himſelf to obey 
them. In ſum, when he prays, hopes, or gives Alms, he 
does ſomewhat indeed, and. *tis well done of him; but he 
doth not truly either pray, or hope, or give Alms, there is 
ſome Carnality in them that hath poiſoned them, and quite 
altered the Complexion, the Conſtitution, and inward Qua- 
lities of the Work. And then indeed how impatient ſhould 
every Chriſtian be of this 4 Cologuintida within him? There's 
mors in ole, as the Prophet once ſpake, that's Death in the 
Pot, that ſo infects and kills every Thing that comes out 


of it. How ſhould we abhor, and loath, and deteſt this old 


Leaven that ſo beſowres all our Actions! This Heatheniſm of 
unregenerate carnal Nature, which makes our beſt Works ſo 
unchriſtian ? | | 
Having learnt what this new Creature is, and how abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to a Chriſtian ; O let us not defer one Minute 
longer to examine our States, whether we are yet renewed or 
no; and by the Acts which we daily perform, obſerve whe- 
ther the ſanctify ing Habit be as yet infuſed into our Souls. 
If the Grounds of our beſt Duties, that which moves us in 
our holieſt Actions, be found upon Search to be but carnal ; 
if a careful religious Education, Cuſtom of the Place which 
we live in, Fear of human Laws, nay, perhaps a good oft 
tender Diſpoſition and the like, be the Things that make 
thee love God and perform holy Duties, and not any inward 
Principle of Sanctity within thee, I counſel thee to think bet- 
ter of thine Eſtate, and conſider whether the like Motives 
had it ſo happened that thou hadſt been born and brought up 
in Turky, might not have made thee worſhip Mahomet. I 
would be ſorry to be rigid, I fear thou wilt find they might : 
Well then, a new Courſe muſt be taken, all thy former hea- 


B 3 then, . 


t The Fruit of a wild Gourd, of a bitter Taſie 
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then, carnal, or at beſt good moral Life, all thy formal Per- 
formances,. the beſt of chy natural Deſires, muſt be content to 
be rank'd here with Circumciſion and Uncircumciſion availing 
nothing, there is no Truſt or Confidence to be placed on theſe 


Egyptian Staves of Recd, I. xxx. 6. And then if thou wilt 
not live hearcleſs for ever, if ever thou mean'ſt to move or 


walk, or do any Thing, you muſt to that Creator of Spirits 
and Lover of Souls, and never leave ſoliciting, 'till he hath 


breathed another Breath in your Noftrils, another Soul into 


your Soul. You mult lay yourſelf at his Feer, and with all 


the Violence. and Rhetorick, and Humility, that theſe Wants 


| 


will prompt thee to, Woo, and importune the holy Spirit to 
overihadow thee ; to conceive all holy Graces ſpiritually in 
thee ; and if thou canſt not ſuddenly receive a gracious An- 
ſwer, that the Holy Ghoſt will come in unto thee, and lodge 
with thee this Night ; yet learn ſo much Patience from thy 


beggarly Eſtate, as not to challenge him at thy own Times, 


but comfortably to wait his Leiſure. There is Employment 
enough for thee in the while to prepare the Room againſt 


his Coming, to make Uſe of all his common Graces, to 


cleanſe and reform thy foul Corruptions, that when the Spirit 
comes it may find thee ſwept and garniſt'd. All the outward 
Means which God hath afforded thee, he commands thee to 
make uſe of, and will require it at thy Hands in the beſt 
Meaſure, even before ou art regenerate, tho' thou fin in all 
thy unregenerate Performances, for want of inward Sanctity, 
yet 'cis better to have obeyed imperfectly, than not at all: 
'The firſt is Weakneſs, the other deſparate Preſumption ; the 
firſt. material partial Obedience, the ſecond total Diſobedience. 


Yet whilſt thou art preparing, give not over praying, they 
are Acts very 4 competible ; thou may'ſt do them both toge- 
ther. Whilſt thou art a fortifying theſe little Kingdoms 


within thee, ſend theſe Embaſſadors abroad for Help, that 
thou may'ſt be capable of it when it comes. But above all 
Things be circumſpect, watch and obſerve the Spirit, and be 
perpetually ready to receive its Blaſts, let it never have breath- 
ed on thee in vain ; let thine Ear be forever open to its Whiſ- 
perings : If it ſhould paſs by thee either not heard, or not 
underiiocd, twere a Lois that all the Treaſures upon Earth 
could not repair ; and for the moſt Part you know it comes 

not 
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not in the Thunder. Chriſt ſeldom ſpeaks ſo loud now a- days as 
he did to Saul, Acts ix. Tis in a ſoft ſtill Voice, and I will 
not promiſe you that Men that dwell in a Mill, that are per- 
petually engaged in worldly loud Employ ments, or that Men 
aſleep, ſhall ever come to hear of it. The Sum of all my 
Exhortations is, after Examination, to cleanſe, and pray, and 


watch; carefully to cleanſe thyſelſ, inceſſantly to pray, and 


diligently to watch for the Sun of Righteouſneſs, when he ſhall 
begin to dawn, and riſe and ſhine in thy Heart by Grace. 
And do thou, O holy Lord, work this whole Work in us; 
prepare us by thy outward, perfect us by thy inward Graces 
awaken us out of the Darkneſs of Death, and plant a new 
Seed of holy Light and Life in us: Infuſe into our heathen 
Hearts a Chriſtian Habit of Sanctity, that we may perform all 
ſpiritual Duties of Holineſs; that we may glorify thee here by 
thy Spirit, and be glorify'd with thee by thy Chriſt hereafter. - 
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The Nature and Neceſſity of RE GEN ER A- 


TION; Or the NEW-BIRT H. 
By Biſhop HOPKINS. 


Jo UN iii. 5. 
| | 
Feſus anſwered, verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, ex- 
cept a Man be born of WAT ER and of the 


SPIRIT, be cannot enter into the Kingdom of 


God. | 


| | 
T H E former Part of this Chapter in which Diviſion theſe 


Words fall, reports the Conference that paſſed between 

Chriſt and Nicodemus.. Their Diſcourſe is concerning the great 
Myſtery of the New-Birth, of which this Night-diſciple had 
but a dark and Midnight Conception. Can a Man, ſays 
he, be born when he is old; can he enter the ſecond Time into 
his Mother's Womb and be born? No doubt but this learned 
Rabbi thought he had brought a gravelling Inſtance againft 
this new Doctrine of the New-Birth ; ſuch ignorant Pieces 
are the moſt Wiſe and Learned, when they attempt by Reaſon 
to ſearch out thoſe myſterious Effects of God's Spirit, which 
cannot be known otherwiſe than by Illumination and Expe- 
rience : Our Saviour therefore in the Words of the Text takes 
off this groſs and ill-conceited Objection, and tells him that 
he ſpeaks not of a carnal, but of a ſpiritual Regeneration and 
Birth, whereby we are begotten again to a lively Hope, and 
dre made the Children of God, and ſo filenceth thoſe imper- 
tinent Impoſſibilities on which Nicodemus inſiſted. Except? a 
Man be born of Water, and of the Spirit, he can in no wiſe enter 
into the Kingdom of God. Theſe Words are a Deſcription of a 
Chriſtian's New-Birth, which is here ſet forth by the 2 — 
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Neceſſity of it unto eternal Life. To be born of Water and 
the Spirit, may denote to us the Manner of the Spirit's Pro- 
ceeding in the Work of Regeneration, Except a Man be born 


of Water, and of the Spirit, that 1s, except he be renewed by 


the Holy Ghoſt, working as Water, leaving the ſame Effect upon 
the Soul, in cleanſing and purifying of it from ſinful Defilements, 
as Water doth upon the Body in waſhing off contracted Dirt 
and Filth: Nor indeed is this Manner of Expreſſion ſtrange 
to the holy Scripture ; for John Baptiſt, Mat. iii. 11. ſpeaking 


of Chriſt, tells them, hat he ſhould baptize them with the Holy 


Ghoſt and with Fire; that is, he ſhould baptize them with the 
Holy Ghoft working as Fire ; for as Fire eats out and con- 
ſumes the Ruſt and Droſs of Metals ; ſo thoſe that are bap- 
tized with the Spirit, are as it were plunged into that heavenly 
Flame, whoſe ſearching Energy devours all their Droſs, Tin, 
and baſe Ally. So then here alſo to be born of Water and 
of the Spirit, may be no more than to be born of the Spirit, 
purifying the Soul, ever. as Water purifies the Body ; ſo vari- 
ouſly is the Efficiency of the Holy Ghoſt in the Work of Re- 
generation expreſſed in Scripture Language, it conſumes our 
Droſs as Fire, and waſheth off our Filth as Water. Or a- 
gain it may be underſtood thus, Except a Man be renewed by 
the Efficacy of the Holy Ghoſt cleanſing the inward Man 
from Sin, as Water cleanſeth the outward Man from Filth, he 
ſhall never enter into Heaven. Regeneration is a Change 


of the whole Man in every Part and Faculty thereof, from a 


State of ſinful Nature to a State of ſupernatural Grace, where- 
by the Image of God that we defaced and loſt by cur firſt 
Tranſgreſſion, is again in ſome good Meaſure reſtored. Re- 
generation reſtores us to that Part of God's Image that conſiſts 
in holy and ſpiritual Habits, that rectifies the Operations of 


our natural Faculties and Powers. The Mind is illuminated 


with true Knowledge, the Will is made compliant to God's 


Will, and the Affections are called off from the Purſuit of Va- 
nity, and ſet upon ſpiritual and heavenly Objects; and this 


is that Image of God that is drawn upon our Souls in our 


Regeneration, whereby we are made like to God, yea, ſo 
like to him, that the Apoſtle in 1 Pet. ii. 4. calls it, à Par- 
ticipation of the Divine Nature. 
Nicodemus being convinced of Chriſt's extraordinary Miſſion 
by the Miracles that he wrought, courts him with Terms _ 
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| e 
of humble Reſpect, Rabbi, ſays he, thou art a Teacher come 
from God, for no Man can do theſe Miracles that thou doſt, except 
God be with him ; to this our Saviour anſwers more pertinent to 
| his Salvation than to his 4 Charegfis, Except a Man be born 
again he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God: As if he ſhould 
fay, The Miracles that I do prove my Miſſion that I am ſent 
of God, but I do greater Miracles than any thou haſt ſeen or 
heard of; thou haſt heard perhaps that I reftore Sight to thoſe 
that are blind, and Life to thoſe that are dead; but I am come 
to give Eyes to thoſe that do already ſee, and to give Life 
to thoſe that do already live; I am come to cauſe thoſe that 
are already born to be born again, and this is a Miracle that 
mnſt be wrought upon thee, and upon all that ſhall be ſaved, 
to turn Fleſh into Spirit, to faſhion Lumps of Clay into the 
glorious Similitude of the Image of God ; this is the greateſt 
of all Miracles, and this great Miracle muſt be wrought upon 
all, for except this be done, ſays our Saviour, no Man can 
enter into Heaven. | | 

The Words contain in them, firſt, a general Propofition, 4 
Man cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. Secondly, an ex- 
ceptive Limitation added to this general Propoſition, Eæcept a 
Man be born again; and both theſe do deliver to us this Propoſi- 
tion or doctrinal Obſervation : That Regeneration, or the 
New-Birth is of abſolute Neceflity unto eternal Life. 

There is no other Change ſimply neceſſary but only this; 
If thou art poor, thou may'ſt ſo continue, and yet be ſaved; 
if thou art deſpiſed, thou may'ſt ſo continue, and yet be ſaved ; 
if thou art unlearned, thou may'ſt continue ſo and yet be ſaved ; 
only one Change is neceſſary, if thou art wicked and ungodly, 
and continueſt io, Chriſt who hath the Keys of Heaven, who 
ſhutteth and no Man openeth, hath himſelf doomed thee, that 
thou ſhalt in no wiſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. This 
is alſo definitively pronounced by the Apoftle Heb. xii. 14. 
Without Holineſs no Man fall ſee the Lord. 

In the Proſecution of this Doctrine, I ſhall firſt give you 
ſome Demonſtration of it and then apply it. 5 

Very difficult it is to perſuade Men againſt the Prejudices 
of their corrupt Hearts; this great Change, ſay they, is more 
than needs: Regeneration begins now to be derided by as 
great Maſters in Jjracl as ever Nicodemus was; many —_ 

| n 


} Compliment or kind Salutation. 
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ſtand not to what End the Fabrick of corrupt Nature ſhould be 
demoliſhed, and Men as it were turned out of themſelves ; 
they think, if they are but baptized, whereby, as they ſuppoſe, . 
the Guilt of Original Sin is waſhed away, and that a ſober 
religious Life, keeping from groſs actual Sins, is ſufficient for the 
obtaining of Heaven without thoſe hard and inexplicable No- 
tions of Regeneration and the New-Birth. I ſhall therefore en- 
deavour to convince you of the indiſpenſible Neceſſity that 
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there is of being born again, that ſo when you are perſuaded +. 
of it, you may give no Reſt to yourſelves, nor unto God, i 

till he cauſe his Spirit, which is that Wind that bloweth where =_ 
it liſteth, to breathe ſpiritual Life into you, without which * 


it is impoſſible that you ſhould inherit eternal Life. 

Firſt, therefore conſider, There is an Identity or Sameneſs 
betwixt Grace and Glory, and therefore it is that Regenera- 
tion is ſo neceſſarv to Salvation. What is that illuſtrious 
Thing that we call the Glory of Heaven? Is it that we ſhall 
outſhine the Brightneſs of the Sun ? Or, that we ſhall tread 
on a Pavement of Stars? Is it a Freedom from Diſeaſes, 
Pains, and Death? Is it that we fhall hear the Melody and 
Songs of Saints and Angels? "Theſe Things indeed and what- 
ever the Heart of Man can defire or imagine to be excellent, 
do fill up this bleſſed Eſtate; but yet that which chiefly con- 
ſtitutes Heaven is Holineſs, that very Holineſs that wicked 
Men, who yet preſumptiouſly hope to inherit Heaven, do yet 
deſpiſe and hate on Earth. We ſhall there be united to God 
by Love, depend on him by Faith, obey him with Delight, 
and that with the very ſame Love, Faith, and Delight, as we 
do here on Earth ; only theſe Graces ſhall then be exalted 
above all Imperfections and Frailties, this is the Glory of 
Heaven. The Glory of God himſelf conſiſts eſpecially in his 
infinite Holineſs, and therefore in that moſt triumphant Song 
of Moſes in Exod xv. 11. God 1s ſtiled glorious in Holineſs, 
fearful in Praiſes ; but glorious in Holineſs ; why now the 
Glory of the Saints in Heaven is but a Reflection caſt upon 
them from the Glory of God, and thefore as he is eſpecially 
glorious in Holineſs, ſo are they alſo glorious in their Holi- 
nels, Why now if Grace and Glory be the very fame thing, 
canſt thou, O Sinner, ever hope for Glory without Grace? 
Or is not this the Heaven that thou doſt defire and hope for? 

Is it a Place of Eaſe and Pleaſure only that thou wiſheſt, = 
where thou may'ſt be free from Cares and Fears, from Sor- . 
rows " 


* 
b 
=" 
* — 
N 
5 
. 
22 
Go * 
3 
5 A 
$4 
<a 
__ - 
* 
* 
7 
8 
. 
* 
22 
3 
1 
* 8 
* 
* 
I 
%, 
+ 
\ 
- 


Ae" 
bk 

2 

8} 
_— OO 

by. 
Ii 

>] 
. 

* 


ws 


* ul 
Ss 


| 
{8 
6 
f 
| 


„ 


[16] 


rows and fad Hours? Why this is impoſſible, ſuch a Heaven 
God never made, nor canſt chou in Reaſon expect, for God 
hath ſo linked Sin and the Curſe together, that Heaven itſelf 
would be no Sanctuary to thee from the Regrets and Stingings 
of Conſcience, nor fromm the Horror and ghaſtly Fear of 
Wrath, if Sin and Guilt ſhall enter there with thee. 
Secondly, Unregenerate Men are utterly unſuitable to this 
State of Glory, and therefore there muſt neceſſarily intervene 
this great Change of Regeneration. There are none ad- 
mitted to be free Citizens of the new Feruſalem, but only ſuch 
who have firſt ſerved out their Time of Holineſs, ſome more, 
ſome fewer Years here on Earth; the Work of Heaven muſt 
be learned in the Time of our Apprenticeſhip on Earth. 
I ſpeak all this to convince wicked Men how weak, vain, 
and fooliſh a Thing it is for them to hope for Happineſs with- _ 
out endeavouring after this great Change ; Miſery purſues 
them even to Heaven itſelf, and they would not be happy 
even there. Certain it is, God never beſtows Heaven upon 
any, but beforehand he makes them agreeable to its Holineſs 
by their own. Well therefore, as ever you hope for Hea- 
ven, and I dare aſſure myſelf that this is the Hope of all 
of you, make ſure then to yourſelves this great Change ; it is 


no Notion that I have now preached unto you, your Natures 


and your Lives muſt be changed, or believe it, you will 
be found at the laſt Day under the Wrath of God, for God 
will not change or alter the Word that is gone out of his 
Mouth, he hath faid it, Chriſt who is the Truth and 
Word of God hath pronounced it, that without this New- 
Birth or Regeneration, 188 Man ſhall inherit the Kingdom of 
God. 

Thirdly, Whatſoever a Man doth in a State of Unregene- 
racy is Sin, and therefore the Change of Regeneration is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary unto eternal Life. The Principle from 
whence all the Actions of an unregenerate Man flows is cor- 
rupt, and when the Fountain is corrupt, the Streams alſo that 
iſſue from thence muſt needs be tainted. That Principle that 


is neceſſarily required to make our Actions to be truly good 


and holy is the ſincere and ſuperlative Love of God. What 
we do becomes then a good Action when we do it from the 
commanding Motive of divine Love ; and therefore our Sa- 
viour faith in John xiv. 24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my 
Sayings. Our whole Duty conſiſteth either in that which im- 

| mediately 


— 4 1 * * 
8 J "ſc 
* 4 x 5 Ke 1 * 
% : 4 bs 0 A, 12 
e BY bs I” * , 2 HIM 

- 3 ; 4 "= Hz Sh 4 1 

N * . r 

7 ; a = x A * 2 C Iv 

36-2 at 2 
5 W . a 


mediately reſpects Man; and accordingly. God hath compriſed 
the whole Law in two Tables, in the one he preſcribes the 
Services due to himſelf, and in the other he requires from us 
what is due to Men, and both theſe are fulfilled by Love; ſo 
faith the Apoſtle Rom. xiii. 10. Love is the fulfilling of the 
Law ; and therefore our Saviour reduceth all the Ten Com- 
mandments into Two, in Mat. xxiii. 37, 38, 39. Thou alt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, 
and with all thy Might: This is the firſt Commandment, and 
the ſecond is like unto it, Thou Hall love thy Neighbour as thyſelf. 
Our Saviour reduceth all into Two, and theſe Two ſpeak but 
one and the ſame Thing, Love, which is the fulfilling of the 
Commandment. Now this teacheth us, that whatever external 
Conformity our Actions may carry in them to the Letter 
of the Law, yet are they not true Obedience to God's Com- 
mandments, if they flow not from a Principle of Love. Tho' 
you may perform each particular Duty required in each par- 
ticular Command, yet this is not fulfilling but tranſgreſſing of 
the Law, if what we do is not done out of a Principle of di- 
vine Love ; this is that univerſal Qualification that can alone 
make our Duties truly good and acceptable unto God ; ſo that 
either to do contrary to the Law, or to do Actions that the 
Law requires without Love to God are both of them Sins, 
the one againſt the expreſs Letter, and the other againſt the 
true Senſe, of the Law. Now no unregenerate Man can a& 
any Thing from this divine Principle of the Love of God, for 
this 15 implanted in us only by Regeneration, and therefore it 
is ſaid 1 John iv. 7. Every one that loweth is born of God. 
The only Way that leads to Heaven and Happineſs is Faith 
and good Works ; not ſuch equivocal good Works as moſt 
Men rely upon, but ſuch. genuine ones as have the Love of 
God for their Principle, and the Glory of God for their End ; 
and ſuch no unregenerate Man can produce, all the reſt are 
but Traſh and Lumber, and ſuch as will rather burthen then 
crown your Souls at the laſt Day. 
Heaven in Scripture is promiſed to be given by way of 
Inheritance, and no otherwiſe : So you have it in As xx. 32. 
and in Acts xxvi. 18. and in many other Places. Now an In- 
heritance denotes Sonſhip ; and God will not give that In- 
heritance unto any but to thoſe that are his own Children. 
We are all of us naturally Strangers to God, and before we 


can 


can become his Children we _ be new born, and by this 
New-Birth it is that we are made Heirs of Glory, and Co- 
heirs with Jeſus Chriſt 55 Elder Brother, and therefore Re- | 


generation 1s apointely neceſſary unto eternal Salvation. 
The Will of an unregenerate Man uſually is very irrational. 
He would obtain the End, but yet he will not uſe the Means ; 
Grace he would willing] have, but you cannot bring his 
averſe Will to cloſe with the Performance of thoſe unpleafing 
and irkſome Puties wherein God uſually beſtows Grace. 
Could they be holy with a Wiſh, and ſuddenly metamorphoſed 
to other Men, rone thould be better Chriſtians than themſelves; : 
Conld they enter into Heaven by being willing to have it, 
none ſhould ſhine higher in Glory than they; but when fo 
much hard and unpleaſing Work muſt be done firſt, that they 
may be regenerate, and then after that they are regenerate to 
pertect them for Glory, they look upon theſe Things at a 
great Diſtance and afar off, and ſo.they fit down with idle 
Wiſhes far ſhort of Grace and Glory. | 
To eſcape the Pollutions of the World is no o Argument of 
the Truth of Grace, unleſs yourſelves alſo are cleanſed from 
the Pollutions of your own Hearts ; for Sins may be left mere- 
1y from external forced Principles, ſuch as are the Terrors of 
Conſcience, or the heavy Judgments of God. Men may 
ther up their looſe and diſſolute Lives within the Compaſs of 
Civility and moral Honeſty, and yet they may be utter » | * 
Strangers to a Work of true and ſaving Grace ; and this may 
be aſcribed to two Grounds, partly to the Convictions of God's 
Spirit awakenning natural Conſcience to ſee the Horror, and 
to forſee the Danger that is in ſuch infamous Sins; and partly 
to Prudence, that they have gained from the frequent Expe- 
riences that they have had, of the, manifold Inconveniences 
that they brought upon themſelves by ſuch Sins formerly. 
Theſe two may make a great Amendment in Men's Lives and 
Converſations, and yet both theſe, Convictions and Prudence, | 2 
fall ſhort of true regenerating Grace.——-—A Man may diſ- 
courſe of {piritual Myſteries copiouſly »nd clearly; he may . 
have Gifts of Knowledge and utteranc: ; he may preach 
with Evidence and Demonſtration, and pray with Enlargement 
and Affection, and yet notwithitanding all this, be an utter 
Stranger to a ſaving Work of Grace. 8 


But, 
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But, it will -be expedient briefly to premiſe ſomething con- 
cerning the Manner of obtaining Aſſurance of Grace, by the 
Signs and Characters of Grace. 
In the firſt Place therefore, it is poſſible for a Chriſtian to 
attain an aſſured Knowledge of his Regeneration. I ſay, an 
aſſured Knowledge, to carry it higher than the Papiſts do, on: 
that allow no more than a conjectural Probability, which = 
may well enough preſerve from Deſpair, but yet doth not | 
exclude all Fears and Doubtings : But it is no wonder that 1 
they that will not truſt their natural Senſes in the Doctrine = 
of Tranſubſtantiation, ſhould not much leſs truſt their ſpiri- ." 
tual Senſes in the Doctrine of Aſſurance. A Chriſtian's "vi 
3 Aſſurance is many Degrees above theſe weak Gueſſes, and 
arrives at a far greater Certainty than any Demonſtration - 

can. be; for the Evidence of Senſe and Reaſon is not ſo clear = 
as that of Aſſurance is: That Teſtimony that Senſe and Rea- . 

{on gives is but human, but the Teſtimony given in a Chriſti- _ 

an's Aſſurance is divine, and therefore is far more certain, and +. 

more infalliable. The Apoſtle: groundeth the Evidence of -- " 

Aſſurance upon the Divinity of the Witneſs, in Rom. viii. 16. 

The Spirit itſelf (mark that) beareth witneſs with eur Spirits that 

ave are the Children of God. The Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs, 

and what God ſpeaks is infinitely more certain than that which 

| our very Eyes ſee; and therefore it is very injurious to his + 
"© Truth and Veracity, wher» he by the ſecret and {ſweet Whiſ⸗ 1 
perings oſ his Spirit informs the Soul that it is in a State of 4 
Grace, to think that this Teſtimony only gives probable cM 
Gueſſes and Conjectures. "al 
The Witneſs that the Spirit gives is ſuch a full Affarance as 5 
removes all Doubts and Fears, for it is the Witneſs of God be 
himſelf. Now ſuch a Witneſs as this is a Chriſtian may have 1 

and therefore it is poſſible, and it neceſſarily follows alſo that 

he may have a full Aſſurance beyond all doubts and Fears; 

- nor js this poſſible by way of Revelation, as a ſpecious Pri- 
vilede indulged only to ſome few, and them the choiceſt of 
God's Servants, for in 2 Pet. 1. 10. the Apoltle exhorts all 4 
Chriſtians, to give Diligence to make their Callings and 3 
Elections ſure, Which he would never do were it an Impoſl- | 

bility, and could not be obtained with our Diligence; ſo in 
2* Cor. xiii. 5. Examine yourſelves, lays the Ap peltle; ewhether 
ye be in the Faith; prove yourſelves ; know ye not that Feſus 
Chriſt is in you except you be Reprebates. Reprobation in this * 
| | Pi ace, 
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Place, by the Way doch not ſtand oppoſed to the Decree of 
Election, as if none were elected but thoſe that were already 
actually in Chriſt, but it ſtands oppoſed to Approbation, for 
God doth not approve of any in whom Chriſt is not formed ; 
Now, ſays the Apoſtle, fence you know this, 1 and prove your- 
ſelves whether Chrift be in you. 

But it were a vain Thing to put a Chriſtian upon Self-exa- 
mination and Trial, if there were no ordinary Means to attain 


to the Knowledge of it, but he muſt expect and depend upon 


ſome extraordinary Revelation from Heaven, a Thing that is 
never but rarely given unto ſome few. It is true, amon 

Chriſtians ſome may not have this Aſſurance at all, and none 
have at all Times. As in a Walk that is ſhaded with Trees, 
and chequer'd with Light and Shadow, ſome Tracts and Paths 
in it are dark, and others are Sun-ſhine : Such is uſually the 
Life of the mat aſſured Chriſtian, ſometimes he walks in the 
Light of God's Countenance, and rejoices in the Smiles of his 
Favour, and at other Times he walks in Darkneſs, and can 
ſee no Light, he ſteps out of the bright Manifeſtations of 
God's Love into the Umbrages of fad and cloudy Apprehenſi- 
ons concerning his preſent State of Grace, and his future 
State of Glory; ſo that ſome Chriſtians never have any full 
Aſſurance at all, and no Chriſtian hath this full Aſſurance at 
all Times. Now this Inequality of Aſſurance proceeds from 
aà double Cauſe: Firſt, Sometimes from the free and various 
Diſpenſations of the Spirit who is arbitrary in his Workings, 
who is that Wind that bloweth when and where he pleaſeth : 
For the Treaſures as well of Comfort, as of Grace, are in his 
Hand ; as the Sun diſpoſeth to the Soul its Summer and 
Winter Days according to its Approaches to, or Receſſes 
from it. Secondly, Sometimes it ariſeth from new contracted 
Guilt that blots our Evidences, and makes them illegible till 


it be taken off again. It is frequent with Chriſtians when 


they have done finfully or hypocritically in one particular In- 
ſtance, then they begin to queſtion all their Sincerity, and up- 


on the Prevalence of one Corruption to doubt of the Truth of 


all their Graces. We do not therefore affirm, that there is in 
all, or may be in any at all Times this full Aſſurance, but in ſome 
there is, and in all there is Ground for it, and a Poſhbility by 
Diligence to attain it ; give Diligence to make your —— 
and Elections ſure, that's * firſt Thing. 
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Secondly, The Marks and Signs of our Regeneration in 
which the Scripture abounds, are of themſelves inſufficient to 
raiſe us to a full Aſſurance without the Teſtimony of the holy 
Spirit of God. This I doubt not but appears very clear to 
thoſe who have taken Pains to ſearch out their ſpiritual Eſtate 
by Marks and Signs; if the Spirit comes not in to fatisfy- 
them by his own Witneſs, they may ſoon run themſelves to 
a Loſs, and at the End ſet down as doubtful and perplex'd as 
when they firſt begun. As for Inſtance, if a gracious Soul 
ſhould call into queſtion the Truth and Sincerity of his Love 
to God, and ſhould begin to examine himfelf; how ſhall I 
know whether I do indeed love God ? Why the Scripture tells 
me, by keeping his Commandments, by obeying him fincere- 
ly ; yea, but the Sincerity of our Obedience is as difficult to 
be known as the Sincerity of our Love, and how ſhall I know 
whether my Obedience be fincere ? Now here, though many 
Signs might be given as Evidences of this, yet {till the doubt- 
ing Soul will be driving of itſelf from one Sign to another, and 
never find Satisfaction in any of them, unleſs the Spirit of God 
comes in by its undeniable Witneſs to ſilence all its Objections, 
and to reſolve all its Doubts by a kind of peremptory and dif- 
cuſſive Voice that it is ſo, otherwiſe there is no End of looking 
after Signs, for they will ſtill leave the Soul full of Perplexi- 
ties; unleſs the Spirit of God comes in as a ſatisfactory Wit- 
neſs, we may run from one Sign to another Sign to enquire 
after Grace whether it be there and there, and when all is done 

we may be as much at a Loſs concerning the Grace which we 
enquired after : And there are two Reaſons why Signs of Grace 
withort the Teſtimony of the Spirit cannot work in us a full 
and abſolute Aſſurance. 

Firſt, Becauſe uſually one Grace is the Sign of another. Signs 
of Grace are Graces themſelves, and therefore, ſtand in need 
to be evidenced by other Signs, and them Signs being Graces 
too, do ſtand in need to be evidenced by others, and ſo we 
thould run to an [finitam, unleſs the Spirit of God by his 
Witneſs puts a Stop to this Search. 1 

Secondly, Becauſe moſt of the Signs and Evidences of true 
Grace may be ſo exaQly counterfeited by Hypocrites, that the 
judgment that we paſs upon ourſelves by theſe alone, will ſtill 
leave place for perplexing Doubts and Fears, leſt all our Graces, 
and all our Signs of them too, ſhould be but hypocritical De- 
juſions. So then unto a full Aſſurance there is neceſſarily re- 
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quired an inward peremptory Witneſs of the Holy Ghoft: 
Signs and Marks without his infallible Teſtimony are inſigni- 
ficant and unſatisſactory Things. 

Thirdly, That Aſſurance that Chriſtians have of their Rege- 
neration, is not wrought in them merely by the Teſtimony of 
the Spirit without the Help of Signs and Marks. As Marks 
and Signs cannot raiſe up to a full Aſſurance without the Spirit 
of God, ſo neither do we obtain a full Aﬀurance merely by 
the Teſtimony of the Spirit without the Help of Signs and 
Marks ; for to what End doth the Scripture ſo much abound 
in giving Characters of Men's States, which is the main Scope 


and Drift of the whole firſt Epiſtle of St. John, theſe were all 


ſuperfluous, if the uſual. Way of the Spirit's evidencing were 
without them. I am regenerated, but how. come I to be af- 


| ſured of this ? Not barely becauſe the Spirit teſtifies to me that 


Jam ſo: That looks too much like Enthuſiaſm, and a wild 


and groundleſs Deluſion ; but the Spirit proceeds in a more ra- 


tional Way, I am a hriſtian and regenerated, becauſe I find 


thoſe Marks upon me that can belong to none, but to ſuch 


who are ſo. Indeed all our Aſſurance muſt be ultimately re- 
ſolved into the alone Verdict of the Spirit of God, and that 
without the Help of further: Signs and Marks; for when a 
Chriſtian gains Aſſurance, he doth not, with the Sun, run 
through all the Signs of the Zodiack to know if he be a Chri- 
ſtian by this and this Sign, and then to try the Truth of that 
Sign by another, and that other by a Third, and ſo onward, 


that were endleſs and unſatisfactory: But when he is brought 


to Signs that lie a Remove or two off from the Grace that he 
enquires after, he doth not uſually make a farther Search 
whether they be truly in him or not, but the Spirit darts in a 


clear and heavenly Light that diſcovers them to him not diſ- 


courſorily only but intuitively, ſo as that he is * to ſay 
they are in me beyond all Deceit. 
Foul, Ihe uſual Way whereby Chriſtians come to be 
aſſured of their Regeneration, is, by the joint Teſtimony both 
of Marks and Signs of Grace, and alſo by the Spirit's witneſ— 
ting to us that thoſe Marks and Signs are in us. The Word 
and the Spirit are the 'Twin-lights that diſcover to us our 
Condition. And as Mar: ners preſage to themſelves a proſper- 
ous Voyage when two Lights, Caſ/or and Pollux appear, but 
a dangerous Voyage if only one appears: So here it is unſafe 
an the Trial of our Regeneration to take up with one ſingle 
75 ſolitary 
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folitary Light; but when both the Light of Scripture Marks 
and Signs, and alſo of the Spirit's witnefling appear together, 
we may then properouſly and happily proceed to a Diſcovery 
of ourſelves. So in Rom. viii. 16. The Spirit beareth Witneſs 
with our Spirits that we are the Children of God. To evidence 
that we are born again there comes in a two-fold Witneſs, the. 
Witneſs of our Spirits, and the Witneſs of God's Spirit ; our 
Spirit depoſeth that we are ſo, that we are born again, and be- 
come the Children of God, and this it doth by obſerving 
the proper Marks and Characters that the Scripture gives of a 
Child of God; and the Spirit of God comes in as another 
Witneſs, that in the Mouth of two Witneſſes this may be 
eſtabliſhed, and by his immediate Light clears up the 'Truth 
of that Atteſtation that Conſcience did make, which takes a- 
way all Doubtings and Heſitances, and fills with a full Aſſure- 
ance, yea, gives us a Plerothy ; ſo that ſtill Marks and Signs 
are of great Uſe for the Diſcovery of the Truth of Grace. 


In 1 Fehr ii. 3. By this we know that we know him if we keep 


his Commandments : But ſtill we may be puzzled to know whe- 
ther our keeping of God's Commandments be ſuch a Ground 
for our Comfort, therefore the Witneſs of the Spirit is here re- 
quired to ſeal and confirm this unto us, without which ſtill we 
ſhall be to ſeek Aſſurance for all the Marks that the Scrip- 
ture lays down for Evidences of our Graces. | 

Theſe Things I thought fit to premiſe before I give you 
any Signs and Marks of Regeneration, that ſo you may be 
exhorted and moved when you hear thoſe Signs that the Scrip- 
ture gives to examine your Hearts whether they are tranſcribed 
within you, and alſo to lift up your Hearts unto God, that 
his Spirit may dart into you ſuch a ſpiritual Light and elear 
Illumination, as may infallibly demonſtrate to you that theſe 
Marks are indeed in you ; it being the proper Work of one 
and the ſame Spirit to work Grace in us, and to manifeſt it 
to us; it is he alone that can draw that Curtain that hangs 
before it, and gives us a View of it: As it is the Light of 
the Sun only by which we can ſee the Sun, ſo is it the Light of 
the Spirit only by which we can know the Spirit to be only 
in us. Letus therefore in the Trial of ourſelves look to Marks 
and Signs for a Teſtimony in our own Conſciences, without 
which, all our Aſſurance may well be ſuſpected for Enthuhaſm ; 
and let us alſo beg the Teſtimony of the Spirit, without which 
all Marks and Signs wil! be but vain and unſatisfactory. 

h | | C3 Now 
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dow to give you ſome Signs of the Truth of Grace, I 
ſhall. not inſiſt upon all that might be mentioned, for they are 
very numerous, ſince there is no one Grace but it is the Sign 


* 
*> 


of another Grace, yea, the Sign of all other, for all Graces' 


are concomitant, I ſhall only therefore ſele& out a few: - 


And the firſt is this, It is a good Sign of Grace when a 


Man is willing to ſearch and examine himſelf whether he be 
gracious.or not. There is a certain kind of Inftin& in a Child 
of God, whereby he naturally deſires to have the Title of his 


Legitimation tried, whereas a Hypocrite dreads nothing more 


than to have his Rottenneſs ſearch'd into. David therefore 
prays, Eſal. xxvi. 2. Examine me, ſays he, O Lord, and prove 


me, try my Reins and my Heart. God indeed hath many Ways 


of try ing us, but eſpecially by the Ward and Miniſtry. The 
Scripture is the great Treaſury of all ſpiritual Light ; God 
hath amaſſed and ſtored it up all there, and whatever comes 
with ſpiritual Illumination upon the Conſcience muſt borrow 
it from thence ; the Preaching of the Word, that is, the dart- 
ing abroad of thoſe Beams that makes them pierce into the 


very Intrails of Sinners; and diſcovers the ſecret Thoughts and 


Intents of their Hearts. Now try yourſelves by this, do you 
love the Word of God becauſe it is a ſearching Word ; be- 


cauſe it brings home Convictions to you, and ſhakes your car- 


nal Confidences and Preſumptions? Do you love a Soul ſearch- 


ing Miniſtry that ranſacks your very Souls, and tells you all 


that ever you did? Do you delight in a Miniſtry that forceth 
you to turn inward upon . that makes you tremble 
and look pale at every Word for fear it ſhould be the Sentence 
of, your Damnation? This is a Sign that your Condition is 
Too 2 588 you are ſo willing to be ſearched. He that doth 
Ex:1, ſaith, our Saviour, Fohn iii. 20. hateth the Light, neither 
comerb he to it left his Deeds ſhould be reproved. But if you 
are pleated only with a formal, general Miniſtry, and ſuch 
Prophets as ſing only pleaſant Songs to you, ſuch as never 
touch'd the Conſcience to the Quick ; that keep aloof off, and 
inſtead of brandiſhing the Word that is ſharper than a two- 
edged Sword, reaving the Heart with it, they only make a 
Flouriſh of it; if you can brook no other but ſuch a quiet 
unconcerning Miniſtry as this is, this is a bad Sign that yet 
you are unſound. A ng hateh the Light, fays our Saviour, 
Left he fond be detected and diſcxuered ; ſo a hypocritical Pro- 
icfſor hateth that a Beam of ſpiritual Light by the Miniſtry 
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of the Word ſhould break in upon his Conſcience to ſhew . 
how rottep and unſound he is; and that's the firſt Trial: It is 


2 Sign of a good Eſtate when a Man is willing to put himſelf 
on the Trial. 1 3 „ me”: 
- Secondly, Love to thoſe who are truly godly, is a certain and 


infallible Sign of Regeneration, 1 John iii. 18. Ve know that 
_ "we are paſſed from Death to Life, becauſe wwe love the Brethren. 
This is a certain Sign a mighty Change is wrought on the 
Heart; for naturally we are inclin'd to hate the Children of 


God upon that very Account becauſe they are godly. It is a 


Rule of the Schoolmen borrowed out of Ari/orle, ' that the 
_ - Aﬀections of the Soul are the ſame towards the Image of a 
"| - + Thing as they are towards the Thing itſelf. If we love or 


hate àny Perſon we ſhall accordingly love or hate his Picture 


and Reſemblance. Now all wicked Men naturally hate God 
becauſe he is a holy God, and thereby is contrary to their 


very Natures that are corrupt and ſinful, and ſo they alſo hate 
the Children of God becauſe they are living Pictures of God, 


and bear his Image upon them, being made conformable to 


him by a Work of Regeneration. He that is born of the 
Ele, ſays the Apoſtle, wil! perſecute and hate him that is born 
aner | the Spirit, becauſe he is the Copy of that Original be- 
twixt whom and them there is an Antipathy founded in their 


very Natures. Now when a Man who before did thus hate, 


ſcorn, and deſpiſe the People of God as a Company of affect- 


ed and turbulent Hypocrites, ſhall find in himſelf a Love and 


Eſteem for them ; and ſhall ſee the Beauty and Glory of that 
Holineſs that before render'd them odious to them; this is 
a Sign that certainly a mighty Change is wrought upon that 
Man, and that he himſelf is transformed into the Image of 

God, becauſe he loves that Image in others. Now this Trial 
will proceed upon theſe two or three Particulars. 

Firſt, That this Love be to them becauſe they are godly. 
Wesmay poſſibly love godly Men for other Reſpe&s, becauſe 
they are wiſe or learned, or becauſe poſſible they love us, or 
are related to us; but theſe are but By-reſpeAs, and Grace 
hath no Intereſt at all in them. That Love to the Godly that 
.can aſfure us of being godly and regenerate, muſt be a Love 

to the Children of God merely becauſe they are godly. 

4 Secondly, As we muſt love them becauſe they are godly, ſo 
the more godly they are the more we ſhould love them. My 
Delight, ſays David, is in the Saints, and in the excellent ones of 


the 


of 7; 19? 

the Earth. The more holy a Child of God-is „if d e eds 

him aright, the more we ſhall love him. | 
' Thirdly, If we love all that are godly ;- not only thoſwof Sr: 


Temper, Conſtitution, and Opinion in all Things, but all of 
them, with a Valuation and Eſteem for them; with a aun de | 


Love, which the Image of God upon their Souls, 

Similitude to him challengeth ; indeed our Familiarity: and 
Intimacy may be with ſome ef them mqæe than with others, 
but our high and cordial Eſteem muſt be all of them. 
Now try yourſelves by this, Do you love the Brethren 7 
And fo little truly is this Love to be found, that the Name 
of Brethren is become a Mock and a Jeſt by many ; But is 
your Delight in the Saints? Do you account them the excel- 
lent Ones of the Earth? How few are there that love chem 
that love God ? Or if they they do love them, it is poſſibly 
for other Reſpects and Reaſons; Could you not love them 
better if they were not ſo rigid, ſtriet and preciſe as they are? 
Let fuch know as St. John ſpeaks in 1 Jobn v. 1. He that 
Iroeth him that begetteth, loweth him alſo that is begotten. It is 
in vain to think that we are born of God, if we have not 
#fincere and cordial Aſſection for all thoſe that are Children 
wo ey, and our 9 
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